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SOUTHGATE past and present 
(Volume 178) 


picture The letterbox seems almost an icon, a symbol of the past where we sent 


Cover 
cards and letters and there were multiple collections. This one has a 


There are many books available about once daily collection at 9.00am and no weekend collection 


Southgate and | have begged and borrowed 
pictures and information from many of these, plus having lived here for many years | have accumulated many of my 
own shots. | thought it would be of interest to other folk if | put them together ina few volumes. (You may notice this 
is volume 178 so there are a few previous ones) This volume does not have tons of historical facts (there are numerous 
books with this information) this one just contains photos. As some of the photos here may require permission to be 
used if these book were to be published in the traditional manner, | will therefore limit it to showing it non- 
commercially to friends etc. | do hope you enjoy the contents and see the comparisons where the old and new photos 
are from similar viewpoints. | have attempted to divide them into different areas so one can see the changes over the 
years and | feel sure they will change much more. A living environment does change and we often view the way it was, 
as being wonderful, but realistically, roads were far less busy in bygone days, and the whole dynamic has changed so 
maybe we should put our prejudices to one side and now enjoy the parks, the leisure center and coffee houses, res- 
taurants etc. The content here is not in any specific order and possibly on the following pages you will see a photo 
that you have never seen and find fascinating.....| think these volumes will show you how | loathe Southgate, how | live 
Southgate but most importantly how | love Southgate.. It is real...Anyway | hope this volume will be enjoyed. | 


Ralph K...November 2024 This is Volume 


THIS FIRST SECTION IS SOUTHGATE ROUNDABOUT 
(Known originally as Southgate Circus) 


Before bushes | 


were removed 


More shots of Southgate 
Circus (Roundabout) 


This 
shop, 
Turner's 
Haber- 
dashery, 
was Op- 
posite 
the site 
of the 
present 
tube 
station 


7 Jul 2011 
A councillor has called for “stupid” plans to uproot 
plants and trees on a Southgate roundabout to be aban- 
doned. 

Enfield Council workmen were planning to start leveling 
the roundabout outside Southgate Tube station, but were 
ordered to postpone it at the last minute. 

Councillor Martin Prescott, (Cons, Winchmore Hill) who 
spotted the workmen from his office window and got a 
“stay of execution” for the shrubs on Tuesday evening, has 
been distributing leaflets calling for the council to ditch its 
plans. 


No comment 


He said: “I was wondering what the workmen were doing 
so I phoned up the council and found they were about to 
level the whole thing. 

“T got a stay of execution and stood outside the station giv- 
ing out leaflets and trying to engage everyone I could in 
conversation. 

“Most people were asking why they didn't use the money to 
fix the potholes, and they were saying it's absolutely bonk- 
ers.” 

The work is understood to be part of a wider project to re- 
store Southgate town centre to how it appeared in the 
1930s. 

It is a conservation project that was signed off under the 
previous Tory administration, by Councillor Terry Neville 
(Cons, Grange), but is now being implemented under the 
current Labour administration. 

Cllr Prescott urged concerned residents to bombard a coun- 
cil officer and environment chief Cllr Chris Bond with ob- 
jections to try to stop it going ahead. 

But it has transpired the project is being overseen by regen- 
eration cabinet member Cllr Del Goddard, who is believed 
to be deciding today whether to press ahead with the plans 
for the roundabout. 


The corner of Chase Road and 


Southgate Circus 


provement 
consultation 
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Bunker’s Corner in 1884 prior to 


| Southgate Tube Station construction | | 
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2009 
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past without 
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Southgate Circus-(The Broadway) in 1930 
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THIS SECTION IS SOUTHGATE UNDERGROUND STATION 


Search Video Rewards 
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GARETH SOUTHGATE 


Exploring tunnels that were 
normally closed to the public 


The original escalators 


Same viewpoint | 
but showing the | 
house on the 
corner of The 
Bourne 


| The Bell | The corner of Chase Side and Winchmore Hill Road 
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Southgate Street Cleaning— 


The new economy cost cutting 
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This photo needs a good deal of imagination. | 
ly 


The ‘refreshments & Teas’ shop is where the 


tube is now. This guy sitting on the fence with 

the trees behind him is where the roundabout 

is now. This is the Bell pub , later replaced by 
the Wimpy Bar and now a betting shop 


Around 1875 | 
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THIS SECTION IIS BY THE STATION (Outside Nandos) where volunteers , including myself 
and Palmers Green High School , planted bushes and in November 2024 
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One wonders how we could 
accept it deteriorating like this 
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Preparations for the 
Pocket Park in Nov ‘24 
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THIS SECTION IS SOUTHGATE PUBS (Some sadly gone and 
some changed beyond recognitions as the photos will show) 
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Chase Gate Tavern..! am unable a 
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..Ok, it’s not strictly relevant but is so typical of the period 


It’s hard to believe that this 
is also The Woodman 
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Site preparation and 
planting the new Water 
Garden in Chase Side 


Once established, th 


e water | 
gardens will enhance the ap- 
Pearance of Chase Side and 

I) also assist in flo 


od prevention 
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In 1993 | wanted to 
open my Deli Diner in 

Ashfield Parade but was 
refused permission. | 


therefore produced a 
‘snapshot’ of Southgate 
showing its decline very 

graphically, (see sepia 
shots that follow) Empty 
shops and charity shops 
galore. Anyway my fight 
succeeded and | opened 
after a long fight. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS 
LONDON SW1A OAA 


10th August 1993 


Dear Mr Kley 


You wrote to Mr Portillo on 10th July enclosing a copy of the letter 
the planning depariment. As you know he has 


which you had sent to y E : 
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| Everyone's talking about it: 
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| BOUTHGATE'’S in-place to eat in 


for BREAKFASTS — LUNCHES - 
AFTERNOON TEAS — EVENING MEALS 


Large variety of freshly made delicatessen, 


SELECTION OF 
TAKE-AWAYS 


| 
M Ty our celebrated 
| home-made profiteroles 
j with chocolate sauce All meals include 
FREE with every main meal. }) a Party feos 
(Only ene sxetion pet be : 
‘OFFER ENDS 
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W J 
' ® ’ , THIS SECTION IS A SELECTION OF SOUTHGATE SHOTS IN 1993 SHOWING 
: . A LARGE NUMBER OF EMPTY AND ALSO CHARITY SHOPS 


% % RALPH & CO. My Deli-Diner in Ashfield Parade in 1993 


28th March 1995, 
| Completion Date 
ee, 


Musical entertainment 


at a surprise party 


THE MINCHENDEN OAK 


Formerly called The Chandos Oak , it is an ancient 
pollarded oak tree more than 800 years old. 
Thought to be a survivor of the ancient Forest of 
Middlesex, it was reputed in the 19th century to 
be the largest in England with a girth of over 27 
feet. Minchenden Oak Garden was created by 
Southgate Borough Council as an evergreen Gar- 
den of Remembrance and opened in 1934. 


The famous 
Minchenden 
Oak in 1955 


A late 18th century view of The Minchenden 
Oak which was on The Minchenden Estate by 
Minchenden House since demolished 
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RODWINS in SOUTHGATE 


Josie Royce ran Rodwins for 60 years. The shop sold 
everything as shown below. We had enjoyed this 
Aladdin’s cave with our children for many, many 
| years and | asked Rosie if she minded if | took some 
photos in the shop before she closed down in De- 
cember 2018 She smilingly agreed. | then asked her 
”Can | have you behind the counter” 


With a twinkle in her eye she immediately replied ... 
“best offer I’ve had all day” 
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Being very aware of the changing retail face of 


Southgate, | quickly got ‘some shots’ in Barclay's | 
Bank before it finally closed its doors 


RODWINS == 


Tel Fax: 020°8886 7273 
DANCEWEAR «SHOES seene Oe?” 


TOYS * CRAFT 


CRAFTS 

Tapestry, Cross Stitch, Crochet, Knitting, 
Dress Fabric, 

Candle Making, 
Ceramic, Glass and Fabric Painting 
Beads, Ribbons, Trimmings, 
Paper, Card and Paints, 
plus many more crafts with accessories. 


DANCE 
Ballet, Tap, Jazz Shoes, 
Leotards, Catsuits, Tights, 
Uniforms for Dance Schools. 


CHASE SIDE SOUTHGATE 


Sinaia 
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These shots may seem familiar...but 
"all of these shops were demolished 


As you can imagine | have unearthed a large number of Chase Side shots so they will 


appear over many pages. Many people get confused with the road names. Chase Side is 


the main shopping area now and High Street is where the fire station and college/library 
are. High Street originally had more shops prior to the arrival of the tube station 


1906 with a four-in- 
hand in Chase Side 


Sia 


NEWBY bros, 


BUILDERS 


Hard to believe these are all photos of the 


same place over many years 


Chase Side after a blizzard on January 18th 1881 
= : << 
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CHASE SIDE 


So a 
SINGS Th 
en 7+ 


1925 Roadworks and temporary 
lights are obviously nothing new | 


| Chase Side | 
L ; J 


| The Bourne | 


Grovelands entrance now 


LEES STORES , CHASE SIDE SOUTHGATE 


sea tei Se: 
' STORES Gnocenies 


WINES BEERS c1C 


25 


This is one of my 


favourite photos 


THE BOURNE 
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The Bourne 
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& BOURNSIDE (The Bourne) 4 


THE GRANGE 


All that remains of 


The Bournside 


House is the name _ 


- : 
| onthe original wall _ 


_ THE GRANGE ( Now apartments opposite the ———_—— 
tube station behind the old wall) 


These two shots are 
of the construction 
of the new road (The 
Bourne) from Winch- 
more Hill Road to 
Bourne Hill 


THE BOURNE 


But did they anticipate what w 
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It doesn’t matter how hard 


one tries, there’s always an 


antisocial idiot that will park 
on the new plantings 


pares #1 in Ashfield Brads 


Parklet in Chase Side e 
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Parklet #2 in Ashfield Parade #2 in Ashfield Parade | 


Rain Garden See = .. : Ges Southgate Residents 
ws — * — “G’ (London N14) 

Selwyn Foreman ° 7h - fl 
Some fun public furniture being installed 
from local wood engraved with the 
Borough's motto “Erom the acorn to the 
oak" in Latin - hope it escapes the graffiti 


> Like Q Comment (~) Send 


et Park initiative in the High 
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—_—— “ acl , Street and was delighted to present the young pupils from 
Palmers Green high School with their certificates 


- —— | helped coordinate the Pock 
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SOUTHGATE GREEN — 
Bs Par i “CoE ad ait | 


May Day Festival in 2014 
on Southgate Green 


BEEKEEPERS 


Southgate Leisure Centre flyer- 
due to open Summer 2012 


We are delighted to be able to confirm the commencement of 
exciting re-development works at Southgate Leisure Centre 
which will transform this much loved local leisure facility into 
@ modern, purpose built health and fitness leisure centre to 


rival any other. 


= Ff “= y 


relax while your friands or family use ti 
* Childcare/meeting room fac 


Large gym with brand new 
cardiovascular and resistance 
equipment 
Two new exercise studios 
maintaining the centres 
‘excellent existing programme and 
adding even more classes 
New reception desk and area for 
oroved customer experience 
Brand new café for your post 
‘ MS, OF a place to: 
faciities 


* New customer changing rooms 
* External landscaping and 
reconfigured car parking 


These redevelopments are scheciuled for ¢ stion in 


Summer 2012. 


in partnership with 


sil | Fusion lost the Leisure Centre contract to Better in 2025 and 
abs ja] 


Naturally, a redevelopment of this scale means there will be 
some temporary reconfiguration of the bullding to enable you 
to continue to use all the factities we offer currently and @ 
little more 


In the next few weeks we will be constructing 


* Anew vemporary entrance on the lett hand side of the 
building’ @s you approach, adjacent to the car park. 

© Atemp ary yy ity basement ares to contain 

iovescular equipment and an 


ated to the left side of the building 
8 current programme. 
will still be available to support our 


programme wilt be largely 
unaffected during th 


We are pleased to announc 
continue on their curren 
memberships and if 
2014 rate until 31st Geo 
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ber 


Finally, ail new memberships will enjay NO ADMIN FEE until 
31st December 11 


My ramblings and 
photos continue 
into the next vol- 
ume so hope you 
are not totally 
ENFIELD 


Council 


bored.. 
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